
Lectionary for the Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Amos 6:1-7
I Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

A Good Foundation

Today marks the anniversary celebration of the
beginning of formal Christian education in The United
Methodist Church. As United Methodists, we have, for
two hundred years, worked to educate our children, youth,
and adults in the teachings, values, insights, and standards
set down for us by Moses and consecrated and interpreted
by Jesus Christ.

We get education from many sources—from parents,
from school, from peers, from the media—but so often we
overlook the education that we, as United Methodists,
have promised in our church membership vows, and in the
renewal of those vows, as infants are brought into the
house of faith.

Think back to the last time a child was baptized, and the
minister said: "Members of the household of faith, I
commend to your love and care this child, whom we this
day recognize as a member of the family of God. Will you
endeavor so to live that he may grow in the knowledge and
love of God the Father through our Savior Jesus Christ?"

And remember your answer: "With God's help, we will
order our lives after the example of Christ, that this child,
surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the
faith and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads
to life eternal."

Did you listen to what you were saying? Are you aware
that you have a responsibility to that child? A good
foundation for the future is our responsibility.

Today we rejoice in the two hundred years of Christian
education through the church schools. We are grateful for
those who give their lives in the formal role of Christian
educator. We pray that with God's help we may also
educate through example and through the giving of
ourselves for others.
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